
                                 SEGUNDOS MEDIOS. 

OBJETIVO: EXTRAER INFORMACIÓN GENERAL Y ESPECÍFICA EN TEXTOS VARIADOS  DE 

COMPRENSIÓN LECTORA. 

                                TEXTO 1.-                         Edward Said (1935 –2003) 

Edward Said is one of the very famous Palestinian writers. He was born in1935 in 

Jerusalem,Palestine. In the 1947 partition of Palestine, he and his family became refugees 

and moved to Cairo where they lived with relatives.  

His father was strict about discipline in both work and study. His hobbies as a young man 

were reading novels and listening to classical music. He learned tospeak several languages 

and to play the piano. 

He graduated form Princeton University (USA) where he received  his Masters Degree and 

then attended Harvard University (USA) where he received his Ph.D. He then took a position 

in Columbia University (USA) as an Assistant Professor of Comparative Literature. 

When the Arab-Israeli war broke out in 1967, he began to review his career in Comparative 

Literature. He began thinking of his own identity as a Palestinian. At this time his life changed 

and he began to get involved with his cultural origins. He became intensely interested in 

literary scholarship and Palestinian rights. He was once a member of the Palestine National 

Council and a leader in the Palestinian cause. 

Edward Said wrote many important books, like Beginnings (1975), The Question of Palestine 

(1979), Orientalism (1980),Literature and Society(1980), Musical Elaborations (1991), Out 

of Place (1999), Reflections on Exile (2000), etc. He died on Thursday, September 25, 2003. 

                                  

                                      

 

                                     EXERCISES 

A.) PONGA LOS SIGUIENTES EVENTOS CRONOLÓGICAMENTE 

ENUMERANDO DEL 1 AL 5 

 

 

 

 

A.- He died in 2003 5 

B.- He graduated from Harvard University  

C.- He became a member of the 

Palestine National Council. 

 

D.- He joined Princeton University.  

E.- He left Palestine  



 

B.  Las siguientes oraciones son incorrectas. Corríjalas en Inglés 
 

1.- Edward and his family lived in their own house in Cairo. 

…………………………………………………………… 

2. E. Said taught English in the USA. 

…………………………………………………………… 

3. He never belonged to any Palestinian institution 

…………………………………………………………… 

 

C.- Responda en Inglés las siguientes preguntas 

 

1. How did Edward’s father educate him? 

…………………………………………… 

2. What was he interested in when he was young? 

………………………………………….. 

3. When did he start to think of his Palestinian identity? 

………………………………………….. 

D.) Encuentre palabras en el texto que tengan el mismo significado 

que: 

 

1. job (paragraph 3)                  2. strongly (parag.4) 

 

E.- Elabore un resumen en español de la biografía de Edward Said 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TEXTO 2.- 
R                                                                                 james_wade@dotmail.com 
Dear Editor, 

I read your article about the difference between life in the city and that in 

the countryside; and I am writing to tell you and the readers why I disagree 

with you. 

I was born in London and grew up there. I know this city very well. I also 

know some countryside in England very well thanks to my job. These days I 

am working in the countryside, south of England. My company sent me here 

a few months ago. That’s why I believe I have an interesting opinion to give 

you about this topic. 

Many people believe that life in the countryside is much better than in the 

city. Well, they are wrong. Living in the countryside is really difficult. Last 

week, for example, I wanted to go out at night but I couldn’t. There’s 

nowhere to go to enjoy oneself. Another thing is that one of my colleagues 

fell sick and it was difficult to find an ambulance at night. It took us more 

than three hours to get to the nearest hospital. 

You also said that people in the city are not as nice as those in the 

countryside. This is another wrong idea. People are the same everywhere. 

They are nice to you if you are nice to them. 

Another misconception is about pollution. The countryside is not wholly 

clean. The air we breathe is not as fresh as you said. Did you know that 

many factories exist in many villages? The authorities believe that it’s a 

solution to the problem of joblessness. 

I hope you will publish this email in your next issue. Concerning the topic to 

discuss next time, I suggest the following: “How can we make life in the city 

much better?” 

 

Sincerely yours, 

James Wade. 

 

 

 

 

                                         EXERCISES 

I.- Marque con una X  la alternativa correcta. El propósito del escritor es: 

 

 

 



1. to agree with the editor 

2. to disagree with the editor. 

3. to discuss a new problem. 

 

II. ¿Son verdaderas o falsas estas aseveraciones? Justifique las falsas en 

Inglés  

 

1…….. The writer is in the countryside on holiday. 

2…….. The writer and his colleague could not find an ambulance easily. 

3…….. According to the writer, there is no pollution in the countryside. 

 

III Responda en Inglés las siguientes preguntas sobre el texto. 

1. Why does the writer know the countryside very well? 

…………………………………………………………………… 

2. Find out two reasons why life in the countryside is difficult. 

………………………………………………………………. 

……………………………………………………………….. 

3. What does the editor think about people in the countryside? 

………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………            

 

 

 

 
IV.- DE ACUERDO A ESTA PREGUNTA “How can we make life in the city 

much better?”¿QUÉ PROPONDRÍAS TÚ AL RESPECTO? ESCRIBA EN 

ESPAÑOL SU RESPUESTA EN MÍNIMO DE DIEZ LÍNEAS. 

Enviarla a correo marlenemellav@yahoo.es o desarrollarla en el cuaderno 

 

mailto:marlenemellav@yahoo.es

